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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 

To  the  Chair  mail  and  Councillors 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  1961  in 
accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Statistics 


General 

1961  was  a  warm  year  with  mean  temperatures  for  eight 
months  of  the  year  being  above  average.  The  annual  rainfall 
was  only  slightly  above  the  26-year  average  (36.11  ins.)  but 
the  monthly  figures  for  January,  September  and  December 
were  well  in  excess  of  the  average  rainfall  for  those  months. 

Vital 

The  Registrar  General’s  population  figure  of  13,000  is  the 
highest  recorded  this  decade.  Appropriately  the  Comparative 
Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  last  year  and  is  the  second  highest 
figure  recorded  for  over  ten  years.  Although  the  Comparative 
Death  Rate  is  higher  than  last  year,  it  does  approximate  to  the 
figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

I’m  glad  to  record  yet  again  no  maternal  death.  The 
raised  infant  mortality  rate  represents  two  more  deaths  than 
last  year,  and  a  total  of  four  deaths. 

Causes  of  Death 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  coronary 
heart  disease  and  lung  cancer  continued  in  the  country  as  a 
whole  and  was  notably  evident  locally.  There  being  48  deaths 
from  coronary  heart  disease  compared  with  25  last  year  and  14 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  compared  with  six  last  }mar. 

Nationally  deaths  from  accidents  involving  motor 
vehicles  numbered  6,634,  that  is  actually  nine  less  than  in 
1960,  hardly  representing  a  significant  improvement.  The 
same  as  last  year,  there  was  one  such  death  in  the  district. 
Deaths  due  to  other  accidents  numbered  three  compared  with 
two  last  year. 

4'here  were  no  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  this 
year.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  107  less  than 
the  1960  figure. 

Although  there  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  the  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  that  there  were  in  the  country  ten  deaths  from 


diphtheria  and  59  from  acute  poliomyelitis,  underlines  the 
continued  necessity  for  vaccination. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

Again  this  year  cases  of  non-notifiable,  non-specific 
disease  were  most  prevalent.  As  far  as  ascertainable  hun¬ 
dreds  of  cases  occurred  during  the  months  of  Ma}q  June  and 
July.  School  children  were  especially  affected,  becoming 
suddenly  stricken  with  a  high  temperature  which  lasted  2-4 
days.  The  temperature  was  variously  accompanied  by 
headache,  sore  throat,  diarrhoea  and  vomiting. 

Three  severe  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  were 
admitted  to  hospital,  where  a  diagnosis  of  non-specific  disease 
was  made. 

Onty  two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

No  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were  notified  for  the  fifth 
successive  year. 

As  part  of  a  national  investigation,  the  first  three  cases  of 
influenza,  known  to  occur  in  the  district,  were  examined  and 
specimens  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  All  three 
had  contracted  the  disease  in  the  Midlands  and  the  virus  in 
each  case  was  type  A. 

In  August  there  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
involving  members  of  four  families  of  visitors  and  the  propri¬ 
etor’s  family,  eleven  persons  in  all,  at  one  guest  house. 
Investigations  showed  the  suspected  food  to  be  a  trifle  made 
with  jelly  and  a  cream  swiss  roll  but  none  was  available  for 
analysis.  A  swiss  roll  from  the  same  consignment  showed  no 
positive  results. 

The  onset  of  the  poisoning  was  sudden  and  violent  some 
eight  hours  after  eating  the  suspected  food  and  recovery  was 
between  24-48  hours  in  all  cases  except  one,  where  it  was  96 
hours. 

Samples  of  faeces  taken  from  five  cases  showed  salmonella 
typhi  murium  present  in  four  and  all  being  of  the  same  phage 
type  (2a). 

Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

No  action  was  required  this  year  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Health  Education 

The  display  of  posters  and  the  distribution  of  pamphlets 
were  used  to  propagate  health  education  during  the  year 
paying  special  regard  to  seasonal  and  topical  subjects.  The 
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risks  attending  the  use  of  thin  polythene  film  were  emphasised 
following  the  reported  cases  of  suffocation  of  babies  by  film 
used  as  pillow  or  mattress  covers  and  of  young  children  using 
bags  as  “space  helmets”. 

Some  dozen  talks  on  various  subjects  were  given  to  groups 
and  organisations. 

Conferences  and  Courses 

I  attended  a  one-day  meeting  in  London  on  “Food 
Sampling”. 

New  Legislation 

The  Home  Safety  Act,  1961,  enables  certain  local  authori¬ 
ties  to  promote  safety  in  the  home  and  to  make  contributions 
to  voluntary  organisations  concerned  with  safety  in  the  home. 

The  Factories  Act,  1961,  consolidates  the  Factories  Acts, 
1937  to  1959,  and  certain  other  enactments  relating  to  safety, 
health  and  welfare  of  employed  persons. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  amends  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  building  byelaws, 
makes  amendments  of  the  law  relating  to  Public  Health  and 
the  functions  of  County  Councils  and  other  local  authorities 
as  are  commonly  made  in  local  acts,  amends  the  law  relating 
to  trade  effluents  and  amends  section  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  of  the  said  Act  of  1936,  which  relates  to  canal  boats. 

Among  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  sections  which  allow 
authorised  officers  to  take  immediate  action  where  urgent 
attention  is  required  to  drains  and  sewers. 

The  1936  Act  empowered  local  authorities  to  require  the 
provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  inns,  public  houses  and 
refreshment  houses  and  the  1961  Act  defines  refreshment 
house,  as  any  building  in  which  food  or  drink  is  sold  to  and 
consumed  by  the  public.  In  holiday  areas  especially  the 
provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  cafes  and  restaurants 
should  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  expected  facilities.  It  is  a 
pity  that  washing  facilities  are  not  included  in  this  section. 

Powers  relating  to  the  prevention  and  notification  of 
disease  are  strengthened. 

Byelaws  relating  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  can  be 
adopted  and  shall  be  by  this  Council. 

The  Housing  Act,  1961,  makes  further  arrangements  for 
the  giving  of  financial  assistance  for  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation  and  confers  further  powers  on  local  authorities 
as  regards  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied  by  more  than  one 


4 


family,  and  houses  or  other  buildings  affected  by  clearance 
orders  and  demolition  orders.  Other  provisions  alter  the 
circumstances  in  which  improvement  and  standard  grants 
may  be  made. 

Staff 

During  the  year  the  Clerk,  Miss  S.  Hoskins,  resigned  and 
her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  J.  Thomas. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  Miss  Hoskin’s  service 
in  the  department  and  to  wish  her  every  happiness  in  her 
forthcoming  marriage. 
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I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Statistics 

(1)  GENERAL 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end 
according  to  rate  book 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.61) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1960/61) 


3,509 


1961) 

5,313 
...  £292,761 
...  £1,175 


Meteorological  Statistics 

Sunshine  Rainfall 


1961 

San  down 

Shanklin 

San  down 

Shanklin 

January 

64.3 

64.8 

6.08 

6.30 

February  ... 

72.7 

76.2 

2.73 

2.93 

March 

185.1 

201.3 

.07 

.07 

April 

132.4 

137.1 

3.70 

3.96 

May 

264.4 

288.7 

1.38 

1.47 

June 

285.9 

302.1 

.76 

1.09 

July 

243.7 

269.5 

1.62 

1.82 

August 

207.1 

212.2 

.47 

.73 

September 

144.2 

146.1 

5.81 

5.08 

October 

142.2 

144.1 

4.00 

5.05 

November  ... 

62.6 

69.5 

2.59 

3.13 

December  ... 

71.9 

85.3 

4.60 

5.67 

1876.5  hours  1996.9  hours  33.81  inches  37.30  inches 


(2)  VITAL 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate)  ...  13,000 


Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  60  84  144 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  8  6  ...  14 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  12.2 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  1.19 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14.5 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales  17.4 
No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  2  3  ...  5 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  —  —  ...  — 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  ...  30.7 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  163 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.9 

Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  No.  of  deaths  ...  108  106  ...  214 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  ...  ...  16.5 

Comparative  factor  (deaths)  ...  ...  ...  0.71 

Comparative  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  12.0 


6 


Statistics  — continued 

Deaths 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  1  2  ...  3 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  —  1  ...  1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  25.3 

Death  Rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.8 

Death  Rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  71.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  21.6 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  12.7 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42.9 
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Causes  of  Death 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

<-) 

— 

(i) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-> 

— 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

<-) 

— 

(-) 

Diphtheria 

— 

<-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(-> 

— 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

- — - 

(-> 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- — - 

m 

— 

(-) 

Measles 

— 

<-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

<-) 

1 

(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

(4) 

3 

(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

Q 

O 

(1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

neoplasms  ... 

15 

(12) 

14 

(9) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

(-) 

•  1 

(-) 

Diabetes 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

(10) 

6 

(24) 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

25 

(14) 

23 

(11) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

(2) 

4 

(4) 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

18 

(8) 

(5) 

35 

(23) 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

3 

9 

(4) 

Influenza 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

(3) 

1 

(V) 

Bronchitis 

2 

(4) 

2 

(1) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

(2) 

— 

(2) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

(3) 

5 

(8) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

(2) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

1 

(— ) 

9 

Suicide 

— 

(3) 

— 

(-) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Ael  Causes . 

108 

(75) 

106 

(103) 

N.B. — Figures  for  1960  are  entered  in  brackets. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted  Total  Deaths 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

-  - 

Diphtheria 

— 

—  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

—  — 

Pneumonia 

— 

—  — 

Erysipelas 

2 

—  — 

Measles 

Ophthalmia 

394 

-  — — 

Neonatorum 

— 

—  — 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

—  — 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

—  — 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Poliomyelitis  (Non- 

— 

' 

Paralytic) 

— 

—  — 

Food  Poisoning 

11 

—  — ■ 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

-  - 

(Infective) 

1 

1  — 

Dysentery 

— 

—  — 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

2 

2  — 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

—  — 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

—  — 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

_  — 

Total 


437 


3 


Age  at  Date  of  Notification 


9 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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CO 
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CO 

0 

&0 

< 

Under  1 

1  and  under  2 

2  ,,  3 

3  4 

4  5 

5  „  10 

10  „  15 

15  „  20 

20  ,,  35 

35  ,,  45 

45  „  65 

65  and  over 

Totals 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases  (Schools  return) 

Chicken  pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Tonsilitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


335 


AGE  PERIODS 


0  and  under  1 
1  >>  >>  5 


5 

y  y  y  y 

15 

15 

y  y  y  y 

20 

20 

y  y  y  y 

25 

25 

y  y  y  y 

35 

35 

yy  y  y 

45 

45 

y  y  y  y 

55 

55 

y  y  y  y 

65 

65 

y  y  y  y 

75 

75 

and  over 

Total 

Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  Deaths 


Pulm 

M 

onary 

F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

l 

|  Totals 

Pulmonary  ^ 

M  F 

i 

No 

Pulm< 

M 

n- 

:>nary 

F 

Totals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

3* 

) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*This  total  includes  1  transfer  from  the  mainland. 

In  addition  one  patient  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  died 
from  another  cause. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1961  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  ...  Nil 
Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 

isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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Town  Hall, 

Shanklin,  I.W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  undertaken  during  1961, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  is  the  ninth  since  my 
appointment  and  is  set  out  as  a  separate  section,  as  previously, 
by  courtesy  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Russell,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  steady  progress 
and  consolidation  rather  than  one  having  any  events  or 
aspects  of  outstanding  importance.  I  would  however 
mention  Rodent  Control  Services  which,  during  the  year, 
were  taken  over  by  the  Department  and  which  are  commented 
upon  in  detail  later  in  this  report. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  despite  growing  representations 
from  many  quarters,  no  apparent  progress  has  been  made 
towards  achieving  much  needed  legislation  or  revision  of 
existing  legislation  in  respect  of  a  number  of  important  public 
health  matters. 

There  is  no  statutory  standard  of  fitness  in  regard  to 
houses.  The  existing  standard,  if  it  can  be  called  such,  refers 
to  unfitness  and  is  so  vague  as  to  be  capable  of  very  varied 
interpretation.  Allied  to  this,  there  is  a  growing  demand,  and 
in  my  opinion,  need,  for  local  authorities  to  be  given  statutory 
powers  to  require  the  improvement  as  well  as  the  repair  of  sub¬ 
standard  units  of  housing  accommodation.  Adaptation  of 
the  present  procedure  for  Improvement  Grants  and  Repairs 
Loans  under  the  Housing  Acts  would  largely  solve  any 
economic  problems  likely  to  be  encountered. 

Legislation  governing  the  inspection  of  the  standards  for 
the  ever  growing  number  of  offices,  is  long  overdue. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  was  criticised  by  many,  soon  after  it 
came  into  operation,  as  being  one  of  the  most  complex, 
unwieldy  and  ineffective  laws  ever  to  have  been  passed. 
When,  from  personal  experience  and  from  reading  and  hearing 
reports  from  others,  one  considers  how  little  the  Act  has 
achieved  by  way  of  repair  and  improvement  for  increased 
rents  and  considers,  on  the  other  hand,  the  distress,  incon¬ 
venience  and  hardship  it  has  caused,  the  early  criticisms 
appear  to  have  been  justified  and  revision  of  the  law  to  be 
necessary. 
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Still  another  year  has  passed  without  publication  of  a 
statutory  bacteriological  standard  for  Ice  Cream  or  Lollies. 

Finally,  although  not  primarily  a  Public  Health  matter, 
the  obsolete  law  and  indefensible  anomoalies  which  arise  under 
the  Shops  Acts,  remain  unchanged. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Mr. 
V.  L.  Lerigo,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  also 
that  done  by  the  Clerk,  Miss  S.  Hoskins,  until  her  resignation 
during  the  year  and  by  Miss  J.  Thomas  her  successor. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support 
given  and  interest  shown  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  and  other  Members 
of  the  Council  and  for  the  co-operation  given  by  my  colleagues 
in  other  departments. 

I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

N.  L.  G.  TUBB, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board,  which  is  an  ad  hoc 
authority,  and  upon  which  all  local  authorities  on  the  Island 
are  represented,  is  the  authority  responsible  for  the  provision 
and  maintenance  of  the  main  supplies  for  the  Urban  District. 

The  supplies  to  the  district  fall  into  three  main  sections, 
two  of  which  are  to  some  extent  interchangeable,  according 
to  the  supply  and  demand,  particularly  during  the  summer 
months. 

Sandown 

The  supplies  for  this  area  are  derived  from  the  East  Yar 
River  and  Dyers  Springs  at  Newchurch.  The  water  is  treated 
at  the  Sandown  works  and  the  supply  serves  Sandown  and 
Lake  and  part  of  Shanklin  and  other  areas  outside  the  Urban 
District  when  their  supplies  become  insufficient. 

Shanklin 

The  catchment  areas  of  Greatwoods  and  Cowlease  are  the 
source  of  supply  for  most  of  the  Shanklin  area  although  two 
small  areas  are  dependant  on  supplies  from  Wroxall  and 
Chillerton  mains  respectively. 

Luccombe  Village 

Water  from  St.  Boniface  Down  is  collected,  treated  and 
then  pumped  to  reservoirs  from  which  a  gravity  flow  supplies 
the  village  mains. 

General 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  January  owing  to 
flooding.  The  monthly  rainfall  was  well  above  average  and 
on  January  29th  2.15  ins.  of  rain  fell  in  a  comparatively  short 
time.  Steps  taken  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  pre¬ 
cluded  any  danger  to  the  main  supplies. 

The  water  supplies  to  the  area  and  its  several  parts  were 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  The  results  of  bacteri¬ 
ological  analyses  being  shown  below. 

In  December  a  few  complaints  were  received  of  a  taste  of 
disinfectant  in  the  water  supplied  from  the  Sandown  Water¬ 
works.  The  taste  was  typical  of,  and  in  all  probability  due 
to,  the  occurrence  of  phenolic  substances  in  the  raw  water 
which  would  combine  with  the  chlorine  added  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  water  to  form  chlorophenols.  These  can  be 
detected  by  taste  at  concentrations  as  low  as  1  part  in 
100,000,000. 

Remedial  action  included  treatment  of  the  water  with 
activated  carbon  and  a  search  for  possible  sources  of  phenolic 
substances. 
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An  inspection  of  the  catchment  area  along  the  river  was 
made  and  farmers  and  agricultural  contractors  questioned  as 
to  whether  they  had  spread  any  nitrogenous  gas  liquor 
fertilisers.  Nothing  was  found  to  suggest  that  the  phenolic 
substances  had  anything  but  a  natural  origin. 

Taste  in  the  water  has  been  especially  liable  to  occur, 
when  there  has  been  a  snowfall  in  the  past,  and  there  was 
snowfall  on  this  occasion. 

The  taste  trouble  was  of  short  duration  and  results  of 
samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Portsmouth,  showed 
phenols  absent  to  an  accuracy  of  1  part  in  10,000,000. 

The  waters  in  the  area  have  been  tested  and  are  not 
liable  to  be  plumbo-solvent. 

All  waters  in  the  area  received  treatment  by  chlorination 
and  in  addition  Sandown  water  is  treated  by  coagulation  with 
alum,  settlement,  rapid  gravity  filtration  and  activated 
carbon  dosage. 

There  are  3,932  dwellinghouses  in  the  district  with  a 
population  of  14,257.  All  are  supplied  from  the  Board’s 
mains  except  two  farms,  six  cottages  and  two  large  houses 
all  of  which  have  private  piped  supplies. 

No  premises  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  wells  or  from 


standpipes. 

Main  water  is  supplied  to: — 

Domestic  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,932 

Commercial  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,405 

On  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Entertainment  and  Recreational  ...  ...  ...  57 

Public  Utility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Educational  and  cultural  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Industrial  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


5,530 


During  the  year  205  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

The  results  were: — 


Untreated  Treated 
5  96 

5  — 

97  2 


Satisfactory 
Suspicious  ... 
Unsatisfactory 


107 


98 
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All  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  are 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Central  Laboratory  at 
Portsmouth. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  department  took  one 
sample  from  a  spring  used  for  drinking  which  was  satisfactory, 
one  from  a  stream  to  ascertain  pollution  level  and  nine  stage 
samples  from  a  chine  stream  to  pin-point  a  source  of  pollution. 

Chemical  Analysis 

Source  of  Sample  Raw  Water  at  Sandown  Waterworks 

Date  ...  ...  5.1.62 

Appearance  ...  Opalescent  yellow-brown  Hazen  60 


Odour  and  Taste  Not  abnormal 
Reaction  ...  pH  7.7 

Parts  per 
Million 

Total  solid  residue  dried  at  180°C  ...  ...  285 

Suspended  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  Present 

Amoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.44 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.32 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.9 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.02 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride  ...  ...  ...  38 

Oxygen  absorbed  4  hrs.  at  27°C  ...  ...  3.05 

("Carbonate  (Temporary)  ...  106 

Hardness  ^  Non-carbonate  (Permanent)  ...  54 
I^Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Metals  Lead  Copper,  zinc  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Iron  (soluble)  ...  ...  ...  0.6 

(insoluble)  ...  ...  ...  1.0 

Observations 


These  results  are  consistent  with  a  water  containing 
some  animal  and  vegetable  matter.  The  sample  contains  a 
trace  of  suspended  matter  which  chiefly  consists  of  organic 
debris  with  some  occluded  iron  oxide. 

This  sample  was  free  from  any  abnormal  or  unusual 
odour  and  taste  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of 
phenolic  substances  when  tested  to  a  limit  of  1  part  in 
10,000,000. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  analytical  results  of  this 
sample  indicate  a  raw  supply  which  after  appropriate  treat¬ 
ment,  should  yield  a  satisfactory  potable  supply. 

Sgd.  A.  L.  Williams, 

Public  Analyst 
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Swimming  Pools 

There  is  only  one  swimming  pool  in  the  district  open  to 
the  public.  Throughout  the  season  residual  chlorine  tests 
were  consistently  satisfactory  as  were  the  results  of  the  two 
samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

Two  samples  were  also  taken  from  a  learner  pool  at  a 
primary  school,  at  the  request  of  the  Education  Authority. 
Two  samples  were  also  taken  from  a  pool  in  the  grounds  of  a 
large  hotel. 

In  all  cases  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Sewers 

The  new  sewerage  scheme  which  came  into  operation  in 
1960  was  finally  completed  during  the  year  and  a  number  of 
initial  operating  problems  were  successfully  dealt  with. 

The  system,  whereby  all  sewerage  from  the  district 
gravitates  or  is  pumped  to  the  Sandown  works  were  given  a 
severe  test  on  two  occasions  when  exceptionally  heavy  rain¬ 
fall  occurred  and  the  outfall  was  tide  locked. 

Despite  these  exceptional  and  adverse  conditions  the 
slight  flooding,  which  occurred  and  which  was  of  a  short 
duration,  resulted  from  inadequacies  in  parts  of  the  old  sew^ers. 
Further  remedial  action  to  prevent  recurrence  has  been  taken 
where  possible. 

The  effluent  from  the  Sandown  works  is  pumped  to  sea  at 
chosen  favourable  tide  conditions  after  screening  and  sedi¬ 
mentation. 

Drainage 

Public  Sewers  ( subject  to  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936) 

Investigation  of  defects,  and  supervision  of  repair, 
renewal  and  testing  of  drainage  works  necessitated  638  visits 
during  the  year,  and  showed  an  increase  of  222  visits  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  all 
repair  and  renewal  work  and  for  all  alterations  and  additions 
to  existing  drainage  systems  even  if  plans  are  submitted  for 
byelaw  approval. 

The  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  new  drainage  systems  to 
new  buildings  and  inspections  regarding  these  are  not 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

The  number  of  (Sec.  24)  public  sewers  found  to  require 
attention  (3)  serving  seven  properties  was  the  smallest  number 
for  over  eight  years. 
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It  is  significant  to  note  that  the  increasingly  widespread 
use  of  pitch  fibre  pipes  and  fittings  does  materially  reduce 
labour  costs  and  to  some  extent  offset  the  ever-increasing 
cost  of  repairs.  The  use  of  this  material  also  minimises  the 
inconvenience  caused  by  drains  being  out  of  use  and  also 
shortens  the  interval  between  laying  and  testing. 

As  in  previous  years  complaints  of  stoppages  occurred 
mainly  during  the  peak  of  the  season  and  again  the  number  of 
stoppages  due  to  defects  was  small  in  comparison  to  those  due 
to  misuse  of  drains.  The  tendency  to  regard  a  drainage 
system  as  an  auxiliary  means  of  disposing  of  miscellaneous 
refuse  is  still  far  too  prevalent  and  often  leads  to  nuisance, 
inconvenience  and  unnecessary  expense. 

Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  disposal  for  the  entire  district  is  by  controlled 
tipping  at  a  site  adjoining  the  sewage  works  where  reclamation 
of  marsh  land  is  in  progress. 

The  tip  is  systematically  treated  as  a  precaution  against 
nuisance  from  insects  and  rodents  and  no  difficulties  were 
experienced  during  the  year  under  review. 

A  weekly  collection  service  is  provided  throughout  the 
district  except  for  a  few  outlaying  premises  from  which  a 
fortnightly  collection  is  made. 

During  the  season  the  service  is  augmented  by  the  use  of 
additional  vehicles  and  more  frequent  collections. 

The  output  of  refuse  still  continues  to  increase  and  the 
position  will  again  be  reached  where  the  collection  necessary, 
taxes  the  existing  vehicles  and  manpower  to  the  limit,  but  does 
not  justify  the  provision  of  an  additional  vehicle  and  crew  on 
economic  grounds. 

On  the  grounds  of  hygiene,  tidy  ness  and  in  an  endeavour 
to  meet  conditions  between  collections  and  to  reduce  to  some 
degree  collection  time,  endeavours  have  been  made  to  interest 
the  larger  hotels,  caravan  sites,  and  commercial  premises  in 
changing  over  to  the  use  of  paper  sacks.  The  cost  of  providing 
a  sufficient  number  of  sack  holders  and  the  cost  of  the  sacks  is 
not  significantly  greater  than  the  cost  of  providing  and 
renewing  a  larger  number  of  dustbins  and  is  worth  it  when  all 
the  advantages  of  the  paper  sack  system  are  considered. 

In  considering  the  provision  of  an  ever-increasing  number 
of  litter  receptacles  and  the  cost  of  emptying  them,  together 
with  the  scavenging  of  streets,  promenades,  pleasure  gardens, 
etc.,  one  can  only  conclude  that  the  public  generally  have 
little  appreciation  of  their  responsibility  to  contribute 
towards  maintaining  amenities  by  refraining  from  indiscrimi¬ 
nate  disposal  of  litter. 
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Caravan,  Chalet  and  Camping  Sites 

Caravans 

Applications  were  received  in  respect  of  six  sites  for 
licences  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  1960,  during  1960.  Issue  of  the  licences  was  deferred  by 
agreement  until  planning  permission  had  been  issued  by  the 
Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  who  are  the  planning  authority. 

These  permissions  were  issued  during  1961,  two  being 
permanent,  three  for  a  period  of  20  years  each  and  a  decision 
has  still  to  be  made  in  respect  of  the  sixth. 

Site  Licences  were  issued  under  the  Act  for  corresponding 
periods  and  were  subject  to  the  conditions  approved  by  the 
Council  and  based  on  the  Ministry’s  Model  conditions  as 
agreed  by  all  the  Island  authorities.  Minor  variations  were 
necessary  in  respect  of  individual  sites  according  to  the 
standards  already  existing  and  the  work  necessary  to  achieve 
the  new  standards  required. 

Where  the  necessary  capital  outlay  was  considerable, 
licensees  were  invited  to  submit  a  phased  programme  of  the 
work  for  the  Councils’  approval,  so  that  priorities  could  be 
agreed  in  respect  of  additions,  alterations  and  improvements. 

The  licences  allow  for  an  increased  density  of  20  caravans 
per  acre  in  lieu  of  the  15  permitted  hitherto,  thus  the  effect 
will  be  to  increase  the  potential: — 


Previous 

Permitted 

Lucre  as e 

Site  1  ... 

57 

77 

20 

Site  2 

44 

59 

15 

Site  3 

49 

60 

11 

Site  4  ... 

95 

117 

22 

Site  5 

108 

120* 

12 

Site  6 

208 

290* 

82 

Totals 

...  561 

723 

162 

*  Figures  may  be  subject  to  alteration. 

A  good  deal  of  the  work  is  already  well  in  hand  and  it 
would  appear  that  most  of  the  more  essential  works,  i.e. 
additional  sanitary,  washing  and  laundry  accommodation, 
drainage,  water  supply  points,  etc.,  will  be  completed  b}^  the 
commencement  of  the  1962  season. 

Each  site  has  its  own  camp  shop  and  other  amenities, 
e.g.  licensed  club,  T.V.,  recreation  rooms,  etc. 

Chalets 

There  are  two  chalet  sites  in  the  district.  In  both  cases, 
the  development,  although  different  in  character,  has  been 
subject  to  building  byelaw  control. 
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On  one  site  the  development  is  for  30  chalets  in  blocks 
with  a  camp  shop.  On  the  other  site  60  individual  self- 
contained  chalets  are  being  erected.  This  site  will  also  have 
its  own  shop. 

T  ents 

Licences  in  respect  of  land  used  as  a  site  for  moveable 
dwellings  other  than  caravans  are  still  issued  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Two  applications  were  received  and  a  licence  was  issued 
in  each  case. 

There  are  in  addition  a  number  of  farms  which  permit 
limited  camping  by  exempted  organisations  for  short  periods 
at  the  height  of  the  season. 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons 

Five  premises  were  disinfected  from  vermin  during  the 
year.  Three  of  the  infestations  were  of  fleas  and  two  of  bed¬ 
bugs.  All  the  infestations  were  slight  and  treatment  in  all 
cases  was  completely  successful. 

One  elderly  man  staying  at  a  local  hotel  with  a  party  of 
old  age  pensioners  was  found  to  be  verminous.  He  volun¬ 
tarily  agreed  to  personal  disinfestation,  his  clothing  was 
removed  and  destroyed,  fresh  clothing  being  provided  by  the 
welfare  services.  His  room,  etc.,  at  the  hotel  was  thoroughly 
disinfested  and  he  was  able  to  continue  his  holiday  in  a  far 
more  comfortable  condition  and  without  causing  embarrass¬ 
ment  to  the  remainder  of  his  party  or  the  hotelier. 

The  Public  Health  authority  for  his  home  address  was 
contacted  and  treatment  at  his  home  was  arranged  and  carried 
out  prior  to  his  return  from  holiday. 

Insect  Pest  Control 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  incidence  of  fly 
infestation  was  exceptionally  low.  Only  one  complaint  was 
received  and  the  cause  of  this  was  found  to  be  bad  refuse 
storage  on  the  premises  from  which  the  complaint  originated. 

The  figures  for  insect  infestations  dealt  with  by  the 
department  do  not  include  those  for  verminous  infestations. 

Premises  infested  with  cock-roaches  ...  18 

Premises  infested  with  flies  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  (ants,  woodlice,  etc.)  ...  ...  7 

26 


In  addition  to  the  above,  advice  was  given  and  insecti¬ 
cides  were  supplied  on  recharge  in  eleven  other  instances. 

The  department  dealt  with  nine  wasp  nests  and  one 
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private  contractor  dealt  with  other  wasp  nest  complaints  in 
one  part  of  the  area. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Joint  Rodent  Destruction  Committee 
was  dissolved  with  effect  from  31st  March,  1961,  and  from  1st 
April  the  Council  took  over  Rodent  Control  within  the  Urban 
District  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  appointed  a  full-time  rodent  operator  and 
adopted  a  policy  of  providing  a  service  to  all  types  of  premises, 
whether  on  an  annual  contract  basis,  or  on  a  small  fixed  charge 
for  domestic  premises  with  concessions  to  old  age  pensioners. 

During  the  three  months  of  the  year  prior  to  taking  over 
rodent  control  the  department  received  14  complaints  as 
compared  with  126  for  the  remaining  nine  months,  making  a 
total  of  140  for  the  year. 

Whenever  a  complaint  is  received  an  “area”  inspection 
is  made  and  often  a  single  complaint  results  in  infestations 
being  found  in  a  number  of  premises. 

During  the  nine  months  the  rodent  operator  made  2,496 
visits.  The  visits  resulted  not  only  from  specific  complaints 
and  “area”  inspections  but  also  from  routine  surveys  of  areas 
likely  to  be  infested  to  some  degree. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  visits  made. 


Dwellinghouses 
(including  Council 
houses) 

Other  premises 
(including  business 
premises) 

Agricultural 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Inspec¬ 

ted 

Infested 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

I.W.R.D.C. 

1.1.61- 

31.3.61 

56 

6 

19 

28 

2 

8 

3 

1 

1 

S.S.U.D.C. 

1.4.61- 

31.12.61 

389 

57 

7 

242 

81 

21 

10 

8 

— 

Totals 

445 

63 

26 

270 

83 

29 

13 

9 

1 

Total  premises  inspected  (all) — 728 
Total  premises  found  infested  (all) — 21 1  — 155  Rats,  56  Mice 

All  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  responsible 
authority  in  all  cases. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  76  contracts  in  force,  all 
of  which  expire  on  31st  March,  1962. 

In  a  holiday  resort  the  high  percentage  of  food  premises 
including  shops,  cafes,  restaurants,  kiosks, hotels  and  boarding 
houses  and  food  manufacturing  premises  provides  an  above 
average  attraction  for  rodent  infestation. 

This  is  another  aspect  of  food  hygiene  education  and  food 
management  which  requires  constant  attention.  The  amount 
of  disinfestation  work  necessary  on  the  cliff  walks,  beaches, 
etc.,  is  largely  the  result  of  indiscriminate  disposal  by  the 
public  of  litter  and  food  scraps  of  all  kinds. 

A  ten  per  cent  test  baiting  of  all  sewers  was  carried  out  in 
April  and  May  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  were  no 
takes  at  any  point. 

Although  the  financial  year  is  not  yet  complete  it  is 
already  apparent  that  local  administration  of  rodent  control 
is  more  economical  than  the  previous  system. 

In  addition,  for  reasons  of  efficiency  and  control,  and 
because  of  the  relation  to  other  aspects  of  departmental  work, 
the  present  arrangements  are  much  to  be  preferred. 

Shops 

During  the  year,  the  inspection  of  shops  in  relation  to  the 
health  and  welfare  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  were 
continued,  225  inspections  being  made. 

The  service  of  notices  was  only  found  necessary  in  a  few 
cases.  The  voluntary  improvements  made  by  proprietors 
because  of  competition  with  other  traders,  and  the  activities 
of  employees’  trade  unions  have  done  much  to  improve  con¬ 
ditions  generally.. 

The  Council  exercise  delegated  powers  in  relation  to 
closing  hours  and  Sunday  trading,  and  in  this  connection  have 
made  orders  to  provide  the  services  demanded  by  the  visiting 
public,  particularly  during  the  summer  months. 

There  would  appear  to  be  little  hope  of  resolving  many  of 
the  difficulties  and  anomalies  which  arise,  until  the  present 
complicated,  and  in  parts,  obsolescent  legislation,  is  com¬ 
pletely  revised  and  consolidated. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Council  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  general  public  and  retailers  by  giving  the 
maximum  relaxations  permissible  in  Orders  made  under  the 

Act.  If  however  any  person  gets  caught  in  the  rain  on  a 
Sunday  they  can  legally  purchase  a  towel  (a  bathing  requisite) 
to  dry  themselves  but  cannot  purchase  a  plastic  mackintosh 
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to  avoid  getting  wet.  In  catering  for  a  picnic  they  may  buy  a 
carton  of  fresh  cream  but  not  one  of  sterilised  cream. 

The  first  example  given  in  the  above  paragraph  arises 
despite  the  partial  relaxations  which  this  authority  are  able  to 
make  under  Section  51  of  the  Act  because  we  are  a  holiday 
resort.  Where  authorities  have  no  power  under  the  Act  to 
make  exemption  orders,  as  in  the  case  of  the  second  example, 
difficulties  arise  during  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  to  a  less  extent,  but  it  is  more  difficult  to  assess  the 
affect  of  this  upon  public  demand. 

The  main  difficulty  arises  in  the  case  of  shops  open  to  sell 
permitted  articles  but  which  also  stock  commodities  which 
they  are  not  legally  entitled  to  sell  on  Sundays. 

Complaints 

During  1961,  412  complaints  were  received.  Because  of 
the  taking  over  of  Rodent  Control  work,  commented  upon  in 
detail  elsewhere,  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  complaints 
received  was  to  be  expected. 

Even  when  allowance  is  made  for  rodent  control  com¬ 
plaints  however,  the  figures  still  show  an  increase  of  35%  on 
the  previous  year. 

The  unusual  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  con¬ 
cerning  offensive  odours  was  due  to  widespread  nuisance 
arising  over  a  period  of  two  weeks  and  emanating  from  one 
source. 

It  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  carry  out  emergency 
repair  work,  to  empty  the  water  seal  of  a  large  gas  holder. 
This  water  which  is  in  effect  mild  gas  liquor  was  pumped  into 
the  public  sewer  being  diluted  at  the  point  of  entry  with  water 
at  a  ratio  of  10:1. 

Despite  this  dilution,  the  liquor  fumes  which  are  extreme¬ 
ly  volatile  and  have  a  sickly  acrid  odour,  caused  complaints 
over  a  wide  area.  Each  complaint  was  investigated  and  as  a 
result  attention  was  drawn  to  missing  interceptor  cleaning 
eye  caps,  cracked  and  ill-fitting  manhole  covers,  defective  vent 
shafts,  etc.  These  defects  would  not  otherwise  have  been 
discovered  and  remedied. 

Various  experiments  were  tried  in  an  endeavour  to  abate 
or  minimise  the  nuisance,  until  it  was  found  that  the  addition 
of  chloride  of  lime  provided  a  solution  to  the  problem. 
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The  remaining  discharge  period  of  ten  days  was  completed 
without  further  complaint  being  received. 

Broad  classification  of  the  complaints  received  is: 


Sanitary  Defects 

•  •  •  ,  ,  , 

83 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Arrangements 

46 

Rodent  Infestations 

•  •  »  ,  ,  , 

140 

Insect  Infestations  (all) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

40 

Refuse  Collection  and  Storage 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

Offensive  Odours,  Accumulations, 

Deposits 

62 

Keeping  of  Animals 

•  •  •  •  «  • 

3 

Food  (Soundness  and  Hygiene) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

20 

Water  Supply  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

Miscellaneous  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Total 

7 

412 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

During  the  year  a  considerable  number  of  matters  were 
referred  to  the  department  for  action  under  the  Noise  Abate¬ 
ment  Act,  1960.  In  the  majority  of  cases  even  informal 
action  was  not  warranted  or  the  matters  were  of  a  nature 
outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  authority,  e.g.  Annoyance 
caused  by  laughter  and  shouting  by  occupants  of  an  adjoining 
house. 

A  false  impression  has  been  given  to  the  general  public  by 
the  national  publicity  given  to  the  Act  and  its  powers. 

The  only  serious  nuisance  from  noise  arose  from  kennels. 
Following  representations  from  nearby  residents  and  their 
consideration  of  application  for  an  injunction,  the  boarding 
of  dogs  was  discontinued  and  sight  proofing  between  kennel 
runs  used  for  dogs  kept  for  breeding  and  sale  was  carried  out. 

Talks 

Ten  talks  were  given  to  various  organisations  during  the 
year.  Five  were  on  food  hygiene  and  five  concerned  other 
local  government  topics. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of 
the  year  1961  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin 
in  the  County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspect¬ 
ors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupier* 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

7 

15 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

74 

106 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

81 

121 

5 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or 
more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

___ 

1 

_ 

__ 

____ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

3 

8 

1 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— *- 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

Total 

6 

15 

— 

2 

— 
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Housing 

During  the  year  under  review  no  Closing  or  Demolition 
Orders  were  made.  One  house  subject  to  a  Closing  Order 
made  in  1960,  was  vacated  and  secured  and  one  Closing  Order 
was  determined,  following  submission  and  acceptance  of  an 
undertaking.  In  the  latter  case  extensive  structural  repairs 
were  carried  out  and  the  premises  modernised  and  made,  in  all 
respects  lit  for  human  habitation. 

As  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  in  previous  years, 
owners  of  rented  unfurnished  property  do  not  apply  for 
improvement  grants  to  modernise  their  property,  despite  the 
fact  that  in  many  cases,  tenants  would  willingly  agree  to  the 
work  being  done  and  to  pay  a  higher  rent.  It  is  significant  to 
note  that  the  thirty-two  standard  grants  and  the  twenty-four 
discretionary  grants  approved,  were  all  in  respect  of  owner- 
occupier  premises. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  Council  did  not 
undertake  the  building  of  any  new  housing  accommodation. 
They  again  relied  on  casual  vacancies  of  existing  properties 
to  rehouse  urgent  cases  from  the  waiting  list  of  housing 
applicants. 

The  cost  of  building  and  the  rents  which  would  have  to 
be  charged  and  the  number  of  housing  applicants  on  the  list 
were  relevant  factors  governing  the  decision  not  to  build 
further  units. 

Analysis  of  the  type  of  accommodation  needed  by  housing 
applicants  again  shows  that  the  greatest  need  is  for  one- 
bedroomed  units  for  elderly  people. 

During  the  year  eleven  casual  vacancies  occurred  and  in 
order  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  accommodation  available 
ten  transfers  were  made  resulting  in  twenty-one  changes  of 
tenancy. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

During  the  year  only  two  applications  were  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair.  One  certificate  was  issued,  the 
owner  giving  an  undertaking  in  respect  of  the  other  property. 

No  applications  for  the  revocation  of  certificates  previous¬ 
ly  issued  were  received. 

It  is  noticeable  that,  in  an  increasing  number  of  properties 
where  the  rateable  value  is  over  £30  and  agreements  had  been 
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entered  into  with  existing  tenants,  owners  are  refusing  to 
renew  the  agreements  and  taking  the  action  necessary  to 
secure  possession. 

Once  vacant  possession  is  obtained  the  houses  are  sold  and 
the  total  number  of  unfurnished  rental  premises  is  further 
reduced. 

It  is  desirable  that  as  many  people  as  possible  should  own 
their  own  house,  but  hardship  does  occur  when  tenants  in  the 
higher  age  groups  are  displaced  as  they  can  seldom  obtain 
mortgage  facilities  to  enable  them  to  purchase  and  they  have 
increasing  difficulty  in  finding  other  accommodation  to  rent. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

It  was  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1960  that  con¬ 
siderable  inroads  had  been  made  into  the  arrears  of  work  in 
regard  to  detailed  surveys  and  inspections  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  In  the  year  under  review  such  progress 
has  not  only  been  maintained  but  increased.  Excluding  Ice 
Cream  premises,  810  inspections  were  made,  the  bulk  of  these 
being  reinspections  and  supervisory  visits.  39  notices  of 
contraventions  were  served  during  the  year  and  compliance 
effected  in  82  cases,  over  50  of  these  being  notices  served  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  majority  of  proprietors  realise  that  inspections  and 
advisory  action  by  the  department  are  in  their  own  interest 
and  are  in  no  way  enforcement  of  law  for  enforcements  sake. 
It  is  however  still  surprisingly  difficult  to  convince  some,  that 
to  continue  working  in  badly  designed,  arranged  and  equipped 
food  premises,  is  more  costly  and  difficult  than  to  progressively 
improve  them  in  a  worthwhile  manner.  Furthermore, 
working  conditions  play  no  inconsiderable  part  in  obtaining 
and  retaining  suitable  staff. 

In  only  two  cases  was  difficulty  experienced  where 
contraventions  existed.  In  both  cases  compliance  was 
achieved  without  the  necessity  of  instituting  legal  proceed¬ 
ings,  although  in  one  case  this  was  difficult  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  premises  concerned  appeared  to  be  almost  incapable 
of  understanding  that  the  standards  which  he  considered  to  be 
satisfactory  fell  far  short  of  those  which  could  be  accepted. 

Reinspections  frequently  show  that  compliance  with  the 
regulations  in  respect  of  structural  and  decorative  standards 
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and  the  provision  of  adequate  equipment  and  amenities  do 
not  necessarily  result  in  the  maintenance  of  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  food  hygiene.  They  should  and  usually  do, 
provide  an  encouragement  to  employees  but  success  in  getting 
employees  and  in  a  few  cases,  employers,  to  be  consistently 
hygiene  conscious,  is  a  difficult  thing  to  achieve. 

Food  Complaints 

Three  complaints  were  made  and  investigated,  which 
might  possibly  have  resulted  in  legal  action  under  Section  2 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  first  was  a  piece  of  string  from  a  flour  bag,  one  end  of 
which  was  “baked”  into  the  crust  of  a  loaf.  It  was  so  easily 
seen  that  it  is  remarkable  that  the  roundsman  did  not  see  and 
remove  it. 

The  second  concerned  a  small  deposit  of  hard  cement  at 
the  base  of  a  filled  bottle  of  milk.  The  analyst  reported  the 
cement  to  be  so  hard  that  it  could  not  be  removed  and  that  it 
was  unlikely  to  have  caused  any  contamination. 

The  third  case  referred  to  meat  pasties  which  were  stale 
and  unwholesome  (as  the  content  was  dark  in  colour  and  the 
pastry  “leathery”).  Their  condition  was  not  however  such  as 
to  justify  them  as  being  unfit. 

In  all  three  cases  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  sup¬ 
pliers. 

The  remaining  complaints  were  either  of  a  very  minor 
nature  or  came  within  the  category  of  “value  for  money”. 
In  such  cases  the  department  have  no  clear-cut  powers  and 
can  only  offer  advice  and  take  such  persuasive  action  to  satisfy 
the  complainant  as  appears  to  be  justified. 

General 

Reference  was  made  in  the  1960  annual  report  to  diffi¬ 
culties  arising  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  “quick  frozen 
foods”. 

The  National  Association  of  Frozen  Food  Producers  have 
issued  a  “Code  of  Practice”  for  retailers  and  wholesalers 
dealing  in  these  commodities.  Increased  public  demand  for 
such  foods  has  resulted  in  more  shops  stocking  them.  In 
some  cases  larger  cabinets  carrying  larger  stocks  of  more 
varieties,  aggravate  the  problem  of  stock  rotation  and  the 
tendency  to  exceed  the  “load  line”. 
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Classification  of  Food  Premises 

The  following  table  shows  the  broad  classification  of  food 
premises,  under  the  heading  of  the  main  trade  or  business: — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  18 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  22 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  104 

Kiosks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  15 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16. 

The  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section 
are: — 


(a)  Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausa¬ 

ges  and  Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  25 

(b)  Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  storage/ 

sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  148 

173 


During  the  year  5  new  registrations  were  granted  under 
(b). 

Milk  Supply 

There  are  six  premises  registered  as  Dairies  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

Bottled  milk  is  also  sold  as  received,  from  12  premises,  6 
of  which  are  caravan  site  shops. 

There  are  two  milk  distribution  depots  in  the  district. 
There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district,  all  heat 
treated  milk  being  pasteurised  at  a  central  depot  in  Newport. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  is  a  “specified  area”  for  milk  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations. 
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All  milk  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council. 

Ice  Cream 

Registrations  for  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  are  in  force  in 
respect  of  three  premises  in  the  district.  Two  of  the  firms 
produce  only  for  retail  sale  from  their  own  premises  and  the 
third  produces  for  wholesale  distribution  throughout  the 
Island. 

There  are  also  depots  and  distribution  facilities  on  the 
Island  for  the  three  main  national  producers  of  ice  cream. 

The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  given 
below: — 

(1)  Ice  Cream: 

Twenty-four  samples  were  taken  and  the  results  classi¬ 
fied: — 

Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
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Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


Both  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  bulk  cans 
(part  used).  In  one  case  insufficient  care  in  closing  the  can 
resulted  in  contamination,  in  the  other  case  the  servers  had  not 
been  properly  cleansed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  still  no  official  bacteri¬ 
ological  standard  for  ice  cream. 

(2)  Iced  Lollies 

Six  samples  were  taken  and  the  results  classified: — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Fruit  Lollies  ...  ...  1  - — - 

Cream  Lollies  ...  ...  —  5 

1  5 


Despite  detailed  investigation  the  reason  for  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  results  of  cream  lollies  sampled  was  not  discovered. 
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The  results  did  not  however  show  the  presence  of  any  patho¬ 
genic  organisms. 

Bakehouses 

Of  the  seven  bakehouses  in  the  area  one  is  disused  except 
for  the  storage  of  bulk  food  and  ingredients. 

One  bakehouse  produces  bread  only  for  consumption 
throughout  the  Island.  One  produces  meat  pies  and  fancy 
pastry  only  and  the  remaining  four  produce  bread  and  cakes. 
Two  of  the  last  four  also  produce  meat  pies  and  pasties  in  small 
quantities. 

The  sale  of  packaged  and  frozen  cakes  and  sponges 
produced  by  national  manufacturers  appears  to  be  on  the 
increase. 

The  production  of  sliced  bread  would  also  appear  to  be 
greater  each  year,  particularly  during  the  seasonal  months, 
probably  due  to  the  convenience  of  sliced  bread  for  sandwich¬ 
making  and  because  of  a  growing  preference  for  wrapped 
bread. 

Licensed  Premises 

The  tendency  for  brewers  to  modernise  and  improve  their 
premises  continued  during  the  year. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
these  premises  and  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  is  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

The  male  sanitary  accommodation  in  most  premises  can 
now  only  be  approached  from  an  internal  access  and  this  has 
done  much  to  prevent  nuisance  arising  from  misuse  by  persons 
other  than  customers  of  the  premises  concerned. 

Foodstuffs  Condemned 

The  various  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  which  were  voluntarily  surren¬ 
dered  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Tinned  Meat  (excluding  Ham) 

Tinned  Ham 

Tinned  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Soups,  etc. 
Tinned  Fish 
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Tinned  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Preserves  .  33J 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Imported  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 \ 

Home  Killed  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  517J 

Imported  Offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Shellfish  and  Sea  Food  ...  ...  ...  72 

Fresh  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99§ 

Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24| 

Coconut  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  624 


Total  3,8881 


Seventy-eight  visits  were  made  during  the  year  for  food 
examination  of  which  59  were  made  between  May  and  Septem¬ 
ber  (inch). 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  total  weight  of  food 
condemned  showed  an  increase  although  the  percentage  in¬ 
crease  was  less  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Samples  taken  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
Isle  of  Wight  County  Council,  in  Sandown-Shanklin  Urban 
District  during  the  year. 


Article 

Sampled 

No.  of 
samples 
obtained 

Samples 

adulterated 

or  otherwise  Remarks 

irregular 

*Milk  (a) 

20 

1 

Milk  (b) 

12 

3  Deficient  in  fat 

Aspirin  5gr.  B.P. 

1 

— 

Aspro  Tablets 

1 

— 

Beefburgers 

1 

— 

Butter 

2 

— 

Buttered  Rolls 

3 

. — . 
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Cherryade 

1 

— 

Chicken  Vol-au-Vent 

1 

— 

Cream 

Evaporated  Fruit 

2 

1  Deficient  in  fat 

Salad 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste — Salmon 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste— Shrimp 

1 

— 

Honey 

1 

— 

Hubbly  Bubbly 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

3 

— 

Ice  Cream,  Dairy 

3 

1  Contained  fat 

other  than 
butter  fat 

Ice  Lollies 

2 

1  Calcium  Chloride 

present 

Lemonade 

1 

- — - 

Liquid  Vitamin  B 

1 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

— 

Meat  Pie 

9 

A* 

— 

Orange  Crush 

1 

— 

Orange  Drink 

3 

— 

Pepper 

Potted  Beef  with 

1 

— 

Butter 

Quinine  Compound 

1 

— 

Tablets 

1 

— 

Sausages 

1 

1  Preservative  pres¬ 

ent.  Purchaser  not 
informed 

Sche 

Solution  of  Hydrogen 

1 

— 

Peroxide 

Steak  and  Kidney 

1 

— 

Pudding 

Tamarind  Cough 

I 

— — 

Elixir 

1 

— 

74 

8 

— 

— 

*Milk  (a)  taken 
quality  tests. 

for  heat 

treatment  and/or  keeping 

Milk  (b)  taken  for  compositional  quality  test. 
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I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  for  supplying 
the  above  details  of  sampling  undertaken  in  this  district. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Visits  by 
Public  Health 

(a)  General  Sanitation  Inspectors 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

14 

Chalet,  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  ... 

44 

Drainage 

...  638 

Factories — Power 

106 

Factories — Non-Power 

15 

Offices  and  Workplaces 

12 

Shops 

...  225 

Schools  ... 

5 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

8 

Swimming  Pools 

11 

Water  Supply  ... 

7 

Noise  Nuisance  Investigations 

7 

Insect  Pest  Control 

51 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

165 

Interviews  on  Site 

17 

Other  Visits 

2 

Rodent  Control 

242 

(b)  Housing 


Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  142 
Premises  reinspected  under  Public  Health 

Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  362 

Premises  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  8 

Premises  reinspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  21 

Rent  Act  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Housing  Application  Visits  ...  ...  ...  126 

Council  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


(c)  Infectious  Diseases  and,  Food  Poisoning 

Inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  15 

Inquiries  re  Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  27 
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(d)  Food  Hygiene 


Visits  to  Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses  ...  227 

Visits  to  Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Kiosks  ...  244 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  18 

Visits  to  Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  4 

Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  25 

Visits  to  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Visits  to  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  48 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  235 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  to  Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  96 

Visits  for  Ice  Cream  Sampling  ...  ...  42 

Visits  for  Miscellaneous  Food  Sampling  ...  11 

Visits  for  Food  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  11 

Visits  for  Food  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  78 

Visits  for  Food  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  35 

Visits  to  Laboratories  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(e)  Additional 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Shops  Act  (Closing  Hours)  ...  ...  ...  39 


Total  3,635 


Notices 


Act 

In  for  mal 

Formal 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health  Acts 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  and 

103 

72 

7 

6 

Regulations 

39 

82 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts  and  Regulations 

9 

5 

— 

— 

Factories  Act 

5 

15 

— 

— 

Clean  Air  Act 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

157 

175 

7 

6 

